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Living Among the Brokenhearted
By Jimmy Crick, CFCI Short-term Missionary to El Salvador

“God does not call the equipped. He
equips the called.” Shortly after
completing my college soccer career
and graduating, my call came. And
boy, was it exceedingly clear through
prayer and reflection that the Lord’s
hand was guiding me to a two-month
mission trip in El Salvador!
Children’s ministry and soccer tugged
at my heart and within weeks of God’s
call, I was on a plane out of the U.S.

From coaching soccer to teaching
English to feeding the homeless, there
was never a time or place where
spiritual growth wasn’t right around
the corner. One of the most defining
moments of my trip (and my life)
came through an unplanned
opportunity to witness to a man with
a broken spirit—in Spanish. With the
Holy Spirit in my heart and on my
lips, the Lord opened a door for me to
connect with him and proclaim the
Good News for perhaps the first time
in his life.
I never thought that I would visit El
Salvador as a missionary. But often
that is exactly how God works if only
we are willing to respond. Being
taken out of my comfort zone and into
the third-world allowed me to grow
and experience Christ in a different
manner than I knew was possible.
I am thankful to have been God’s
hands reaching out in El Salvador.

In El Salvador, I saw the face of poverty
and lived among the brokenhearted.
Never have I seen a place more in need
of the Light of the World, or more
accepting of a 22-year-old willing to
share the glorious life story of Jesus.
The emphasis on community is something that I will cherish and remember
for a lifetime. These people were wiling to share what very little they had
to make me feel welcomed.

Want to go on a mission adventure? Contact: personnel@cfci.org

A Transformed Life
a n at -r is k t e e n t u r n s h is l i fe to G od a n d s e r v ic e
Jonathan Maltez is a
walking testimony of the
power of the Holy Spirit
to transform lives. Born
to a poor family, Jonathan
was forced to grow-up
quickly when his father
left the family.
Full of resentment, anger
and hate, at age 15
Jonathan began meeting
with the gang in his
neighborhood. Though
he did not plan to join, he
found himself quickly
being drawn in.

started going to the
church pastored by Javier
Osorio, CFCI-El Salvador
base director. At the urging of a friend one night,
he gave his testimony.
Tears flowed as he
opened up for the first
time. Jonathan accepted
Christ as his Lord and
Savior that night.

Soon after, he began to feel
God’s call to join the
mission team. He had been
working for a pharmacy,
but was required to take
a sabbatical for his health.
The gang recognized his
During that time he learned
natural leadership abilities
about CFCI’s soccer school
and tried to force Jonaprogram.
than to join. When he
refused, they retaliated
Since childhood, Jonathan
by firing six bullets at him had loved to play soccer,
and his best friend. Jona- and with his leadership
than escaped, but his
skills he was a good fit for
friend took a bullet to the the ministry. But there were
head and died.
no funds to support him.
Putting his faith in the
Badly shaken, Jonathan
Lord, Jonathan decided to
resolved to change. He

join the ministry without
any financial support.
The first year, his team of
6-8 year-old boys won the
city championship. Now,
after more than two years in
the ministry, Jonathan is
serving as the director of
the soccer school program.

Special thanks to you, our partners, for your
support of the soccer schools in El Salvador. You
are making a difference in the lives of many
young people! Donate at www.cfci.org.
Check out Jonathan’s blog: jonathanmaltez.blogspot.com.

My Heart Was Changed For Good
By Scott Werlein, Pastor of Heartland Church, Green Bay, WI
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ave you ever gone on a
mission trip? This is a
question I’ve been asked a
number of times. My response would
always be, “Yes, I’m on a mission
trip here in Green Bay developing
dedicated Christ followers.”

Carlos and Pastor Scott

They respond, “But have you been on a
foreign mission trip?” To which I say,
“No, and there’s no reason for me to go,
because I know I’m right where God
has called me to be; reaching lots of
people here in Green Bay.”
Little would I know that my perspective would radically change. After a
lot of prodding from my congregation
and God, I decided to go on a mission
trip to Costa Rica with my church in
January 2012. I knew God called me,
but I didn’t know the reason why God
wanted me on this mission field.
I went with a team of 13 from our
church. We poured a concrete
sidewalk and driveway for a church.
We also led a Vacation Bible School
for the neighborhood kids and over
30 of them asked Christ into their
lives; how cool is that!

This is how the team had to pour
concrete for the sidewalk… over
the top of a retaining wall!

The trip changed me and I grew more
than I ever would have imagined. My
heart was opened wide to the people
of Costa Rica!
(more on next page)

One day while a couple of us were
having lunch with Carlos, our CFCI
team coordinator, our “small talk”
lunch conversation took a very cool
turn and became rich and deep as
each of us shared some heartwrenching stories from our pasts.
We connected in a powerful way and
I said to Carlos, “I didn’t know why
God called me here, but now I know
it was partly to experience this powerful fellowship today.”
I also grew in my love for my team
members. Even though I’ve known
them for years; living with them dayby-day expanded the bounds of love
and raised the bar of our friendships.
Now when someone asks if I have ever
been on a mission trip, I respond with a
resounding “Yes, and you need to go on
one too. God will use you to accomplish the goals of the trip, but keep your
eyes and ears open to the Spirit, because
God will do exceeding, abundantly
more in your own heart than you can
dream or imagine.”

Heartland Church Short-term Mission Team
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Don’t have a mission team to join?
Check out our 2013 open teams! We gather individuals from all over the U.S.
to go on a mission trip together. We already have leaders… and we’ll do the
planning for you!


Teens & Tots in Tijuana, July 15-24 (CFCI’s Emmanuel Orphanage)



Soccer in El Salvador, July 15-24 (CFCI’s soccer school)



Men! Grab Your Tool Belt & Go to Panama, June 23-29
(construction project)

Contact shawn@cfci.org or 888.526.7551

State of the Mission 2013
from CFCI President, Dr. Duane “Chip” Anderson
State of the mission….2020 VISION!
Christ For the City International (CFCI) has developed a 2020
Vision plan to expand our organization for a total of 13 United
States city bases and 31 country bases by the year 2020. Last
year was a good year as we saw CFCI advance toward that goal!
Here is a summary of what is happening in 2013.

Asia

On April 1, 2013, we will open a CFCI office in Dimapur, NE
India. Through this office we will carry out a partnership with
the Nagaland Mission Movement organization in urban
missionary work in NE India and India.

Latin America

We are currently supporting the development of three country
bases. Those are; Argentina, Brazil, and Guatemala. All three of
these bases are doing very well. We are also developing relationships in four other places: Honduras, Uruguay, Paraguay, and
Sao Paulo (Brazil).

United States
CFCI currently has five active city bases and we are targeting
seven other cities for future bases. Our present U.S. city bases
are in Lincoln, Nebraska; Omaha, Nebraska; Kingman, Arizona;
Des Moines, Iowa; and San Diego, California. We are targeting
Atlanta, Georgia; Dallas, Texas; Las Vegas, Nevada; Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Kansas City, Missouri; Sioux City, Iowa;
and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
We began our U.S. city base development with our Urban
Plunge program. The Urban Plunge provides young people with
an urban mission experience, volunteering in nine ministries
during a weekend. Visit www.urbanplunge.com!
Thank you for your interest in Christ For the City International and
for your prayers for us as we seek to help people transform cities by
transforming lives!

Transforming Lives in Iowa
“I am Isidro. I used to hang out with bad people. They
used to steal bikes, and now they caught them. And I
used to get in trouble with the cops a lot, but now I
don’t. I like it that Renato and Nellie and Abraham are
my neighbors because I learn more about God and
the Bible. I know that God created the heavens and
the earth, and I learned the books of the Pentateuch
and the amazing stories like a donkey talking and
many more. I am going to be in the history section
of the Bible soon.”
Isidro is part of The Bridge of Storm Lake’s neighborhood
ministry. Renato and Nellie Jimenez (and their son,
Abraham) are CFCI missionaries planted in a mobile
home park in Storm Lake, Iowa. They serve their Park
Center neighbors through Bible studies, kids’ activities,
resourcing, and simply being good neighbors.
Want to help The Bridge of Storm Lake reach out to
others like Isidro? Visit www.cfci.org, click on donate,
then click on special projects and choose The Bridge of
Storm Lake. Thank you!

Impact!

Newsletter for CFCI Friends,
Family, and Partners
Editor, Jill Adams
jill@cfci.org or 888.526.7551

www.cfci.org

Like us on facebook!
Check out our blog:
www.christforthecity.blogspot.com

On the front cover: CFCI’s city base in Storm
Lake, Iowa, hosts a fabulous Summer Sizzle camp
for girls each year. It brings together girls from
many ethnicities to experience Christ in new ways!
Want to help with this camp? Visit www.cfci.org
and click on donate.

5332 S. 138th Street, Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68137
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